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I recently came across the Salisbury Cathedral order of service for their Advent
service ‘From Darkness to Light’. Nothing unusual about that, you might say, they
hold it every year and many people from this area go to it. Except, this was for the
1971 service and I had made addi�onal notes throughout, because that year I was
on the ligh�ng system switchboard. It was my task at every reading and
procession, to switch on a sequence of lights, gradually filling the darkened
cathedral with a blaze of light, plus handheld candles, following through words of
the Kingdom of God and prophecies of the Messiah.

At this �me of year many of us have advent calendars or advent candles coun�ng the
days off un�l Christmas Day itself. In church we light an extra candle of the Advent Wreath or Crown each
Sunday, with a fi�h at Christmas, represen�ng the Light of Christ coming into the world.

Some people talk about a countdown to Christmas, I prefer to speak about coun�ng up to Christmas. Each
day the number increases, each week more candles are lit, with candlelit carols and a blaze of light to
welcome the Christ-child.

This year we are also coun�ng up to Christmas for our local FoodBank. Everyone is asked to bring a can or
packet of food for each day of Advent, coun�ng up and building up a whole stack of food to offer for those
living under the impossible pressures of the rising cost of living.

May your heart be full of the joy of Jesus, like a blaze of light, to proclaim and spread the Good News of the
coming of Christ.

Revd Canon Peter Cooper

T’is the season to be jolly! Or maybe it should be ‘�’s the season to be busy’! It is the
same for the choir.
We start off the new Chris�an year with our advent Carol service on 27th November at
6pm. This is followed on 4th December by our Christmas meal at the Hotel Miramar. We
are also there on Christmas Eve singing carols for the residents.
The annual Carols by candlelight service is on 18th December at 6pm and we obviously
have the midnight celebra�ons on the 24th December.

Ian

CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING – SATURDAY 3rd DECEMBER
FROM 10.00 AM to 12.30 PM

Do come along and support our Christmas Coffee Morning which will be held in the
Church Centre, upper hall. Dona�ons of cakes and raffle prizes would be gratefully
received.



This month the Scouts and beavers have been out and about.

The Cubs have been to Christchurch Fire Sta�on and visited the local police officers based at the Fire Sta�on
when they were called out on a call. They have also spent �me this term understanding about
Remembrance Day and also took part in the parade.

The Scouts have been archery and air rifle shoo�ng at Butcher Coppice and entertaining the parents for
their 'Ar�s�c challenge badge' .They also paid their respects at the Remembrance Sunday Parade.
We are all now ge�ng ready for Christmas when we will be having a Christmas party as well as a visit to the
panto in the New Year.

All the Leaders of Cubs & Scouts

This half term the Brownies had a visit from two chari�es - the Dorset Deaf
Children’s Society and Hearing Dogs for Deaf People. The girls learnt all about
what the chari�es did, they learnt the BSL alphabet and also got to see the
hearing dogs (Flash and Elmo) demonstrate their skills. The Brownies had
fundraised for both chari�es and were able to present them with a cheque.

We also attended the Remembrance Day Service, with three of the Brownies reading out prayers they had
written.We are now busily preparing for Christmas and look forward to sharing more about our activites
with you in the next newsletter.

From the Brownie Leader’s Team

The Guides and Rangers have had a visit from the police to discuss personal safety, we had a visit from Blue
Watch Springbourne Fire crew which was exci�ng when they got called out, we
will have another a�empt next term. We made a Poppy Wreath for Remembrance
using photos of our hands holding a poppy, we placed this in church on
Remembrance Sunday. We took part in UK Parliament week by discussing what

each patrols party manifesto would be, holding hus�ngs and then an elec�on. Three par�es with similar
manifestos �ed with exactly 17 votes each (we allowed 2 votes per person to even out the self elec�ng) they
agreed to form a coali�on and the future looks bright in their hands - A fairer country with more emphasis
on sport, saving the planet, the arts and kindness.

Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas
Chris�ne, Emma, Krys�, Molly & Ffion



Rehearsals are now well underway for All Saints Drama�c Society's January, 2023
family pantomime ‘Dick Whi�ngton’, wri�en and directed, by ASDS’s Phil Vivian.
With Alastair Hume and Hayley Hacke� again in the roles of Musical Director and
Choreographer respec�vely, there are also plenty of familiar faces among the cast,
including
Jenni French as the well-inten�oned Mate Muddles, Victoria Liech� as a very un-
Tinkerbell-like Fairy Bow Bells and Jon Cockeram as Sarah the Cook, his second ASDS

pantomime dame a�er Nanny Nora in ‘Robin Hood’. Renée Claude switches from Principal Girl as Cinderella
to Principal Boy Dick Whi�ngton, her second �tle role in two years.

Behind the scenes, teams are already working on the set, props and wardrobe, all vital elements in ensuring
nine fun-filled performances. If you are not already a member of ASDS’s Friends’ Scheme, which gives you
�ckets for every show, priority choice of seats, it’s never too late to join; or you can buy �ckets online
at: www.�cketsource.co.uk/asds, come along, from January 6th to 15th, to see whether Fairy Bow Bells and
Tom the Cat, always a favourite with children, can help Dick Whi�ngton to overcome the evil Queen Rat and
her colony of mischievous Ratlings – and convince Alderman Fitzwarren that he is both honest and a worthy
suitor for Fitzwarren’s feisty daughter Alice. There are songs for every age-group and every mood, lots of
comedy, physical and verbal, and even a visit to the mysterious island of … but that would be telling!

We look forward to welcoming you to 'Corpus Chris� Parish Center' for a fun start to the New Year.

All Saints Drama�c Society

Reverse Advent Reminder
A quick reminder from Novembers newsle�er about our plan to support the food banks this
Christmas. The challenge is to support Southbourne Food Bank by dona�ng one item each day
during Advent. If you take on this challenge and bring your gi�s each �me we meet in church,
we will be able to build a Reverse Advent Calendar with a pyramid of gi�s as we count up to
Christmas. If you would like more informa�on please talk to John Kidney.

SmALL SAINTS
SmAll Saints meets every Tuesday morning during term �me only in the Lower Hall in Oxford Avenue. We
meet from 10.00 to 11.30 am and all families are welcome. The cost is £1.50 per family. This is a lovely
opportunity for the children to get together to play and for Mums/Dads/Grandparents to get together and
have a chat and a coffee! If you would like more informa�on please contact the Church Office on 01202
253983.

‘CRAFTY SUNDAY’
Our Cra�y Sunday for November was, once again, a very successful and enjoyable morning. The children
(and adults) were all busy making Christmas decora�ons to take home and also enjoyed story�me. Our
children will not be mee�ng in the Hall in December but will be leading our church service on Sunday 18th

December at 9.30 am. This will be a mix of readings, sketches and Christmas songs and carols. We hope
you will all come and along and join us.

Our next Cra�y Sunday in the Church Centre Upper Hall will be on Sunday 15th January at 9.30 am

Margaret



Parish Office
Open Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 9.30am–12.30pm

Tel: 01202 253983 | Email: allsaintschurch2@gmail.com |
www.allsaintschurchsouthbourne.org

Castlemain Avenue, Southbourne, Bournemouth

Vicar: Rev Canon Mike Powis.

December Dates for your diary:-

Christmas Coffee Morning

Come along and enjoy our Christmas Coffee Morning with cra� ac�vi�es for adults and children, cake stall
and raffle. 10.00 am to 12.30pm in the Church Centre Upper Hall.

Toy Service

The Toy Service is on Sunday 4th December at 9.30am. We look forward welcoming our uniform groups and
you are most welcome to come along too.

You are invited to bring along new toys, which should not be wrapped. This makes it easier for those
distribu�ng them to allocate them to appropriate children and young people. They will be given to the
Children's Centre.

Special Christmas Service

On Sunday 18th December at 9.30am we are holding a Christmas service led by young people. It will be a
mix of readings, sketches and Christmas songs and carols. This is not a Parade Service, but it is especially for
families, and we would love you to join us.

Christmas Carol Service

Our annual carols by candlelight service also takes place on Sunday 18th December at 6.00pm. Do come
along and hear the familiar readings and join in singing the well-known carols.

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day

There will be a Crib Service on Christmas Eve at 3.00pm. This is a lovely service for children and young
people as we remind ourselves of the real reason for celebra�ng Christmas.

Our Christmas Day Service is at 9.30am. This will be an opportunity to celebrate Jesus’ Birthday before we
celebrate at home.


